l9o           THEOSOPHY EXPLAINED

life. Thus man is the creator of his future, moulder and
master of his own destiny.

t{ Who toiled a slave may come anew a prince,

For gentle worthiness and merit won ;

Who ruled a king may wander earth in rags

For things done and undone."

" That which ye sow ye reap. See yonder fields !

The sesamum was sesamum, the corn
Was corn. The silence and the Darkness knew,

So is a man's fate born."

<( The pepper plant will not give birth to roses nor
the sweet jessamine's silver star to thorn or thistle turn."
et Thou canst create this day thy chances for thy morrow."
ci Act thou for them to-day, and they will act for thee
to-morrow."

" Look ; the clay dries into iron,

But the potter moulds the clay ;

Destiny to-day is master,

Man was master yesterday."

Q. But does not this conception of destiny controlled
by the JLaw of Karma eliminate God from the world ?

Ans. No. On the contrary our idea of God becomes
grander than before, because instead of believing Him a
bad architect who has built the world badly, so as to
require constant interference to set things straight, we see
in Him the Perfect Architect of the Universe, guiding that
universe by exquisitely balanced natural and moral laws,
perfect in their working even to the minutest detail.
Transgression of these laws brings misery; obedience to
them confers happiness.

The Laws of Nature are only the most material
expressions of the Divine Mind, of the Divine Will, and they
are like rocks. Man goes and bruises himself against
them. If he will not learn in any other way, if he will not
learn by precept and example, then he must learn that